
Record Storms 

Impact River 

Cities Dec-April 

 

From December 26 to 

April 1, MRCTI cities 

felt the impacts of dev-

astating storm events 

that raged across the 

valley over a three-

month period shatter-

ing records and costing 

more than $1 billion. 

Mississippi River Mayors 

announced coordinated efforts among cities to address 

historic storm impacts on the waterway. Mississippi and 

Louisiana mayors gathered in Greenville, MS as part of 

their joint response efforts for the Mississippi River Cities 

& Towns Initiative (MRCTI). 

“Just two months after historic flooding on the Mississip-

pi, we are now faced with prolonged storm events creating 

impacts greater than what we saw in 2008 during Hurri-

cane Gustav,” said Greenville Mayor Errick Simmons.  

Long-duration storms stalled over the Mississippi River 

Valley from Missouri to Louisiana creating dangerous 

flash floods prompting the evacuation of hundreds of peo-

ple. Storms in March put three-fourths of the State of Mis-

sissippi under flood water, with flashflood watches and 

warnings impacting 12 million people. In Louisiana, 

5,000 homes were damaged and 3,500 homes were evacu-

ated as up to sixteen inches of rain fell in some areas.   

These storms came on the heels of historic flooding in 

January that affected middle-Mississippi River cities such 

as Grafton, IL; St. Louis, MO; Alton, IL; and Arnold, 

MO. These towns and cities all experienced their third 

highest levels of flooding in history. Flood impacts were 

felt all the way to New Orleans.    

“There is a way to better handle this increased rainfall and 

it starts with managing the River holistically as a dynamic 

resource. It is a major freight corridor, but it is also a com-

plex ecosystem whose natural flood control systems need 

to be restored if we are to survive this new normal” ex-

plained Mayor Hyram Copeland of Vidalia, LA and 

MRCTI co-chair.   

The Mayors also discussed their substantial progress in 

securing funds to prepare for future storm events making 

the Mississippi River Valley more resilient to disasters.  

Working with members of the Mississippi River Caucus 

in the U.S. House and Senate, the Mayors realized a three-

year goal of renewed funding for the Pre-Disaster Mitiga-

tion (PDM) Grant Program of $100 million in the spend-

ing bill passed by Congress in December. However, PDM 

is a state grant and Mayors called on their states to coordi-

nate with them in applying for a portion of the $100 mil-

lion now available.  

Specifically, Mayors urged their states to create a Missis-

sippi River portion to their PDM applications and treat the 

River not as a border, but as a shared essential resource 

with mitigation projects that treat the river as one interre-

lated system.   
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 Pictured L to R: Mayor Carey Estes 
of Rosedale, MS; Mayor Hyram 

Copeland of Vidalia, LA and MRCTI 
Co-Chair; Mayor Errick Simmons of 
Greenville, MS; Mayor Darryl John-

son of Mound Bayou, MS; Mayor 
Paxton Branch of Tallulah, LA;  
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MRCTI Capitol Meeting 2016 

M 
ayors gathered in Washington, DC March 8-

10 for the fourth MRCTI Capitol Meeting 

urging federal  action on clean water, disaster 

resilience, and support of sustainable  

economies. Senator Blunt (MO), Mississippi River Caucus 

Co-Chair,  thanked the Mayors for all their leadership and 

close work with the Caucus. Mr. Blunt promised to push for 

another $100 million toward the Pre-Disaster Mitigation  

Grant Program, which mayors see as a benefit to water quality.   

 Senator Klobuchar (MN), Mississippi River Caucus Co- 

Chair, asked the mayors to keep working with the Caucus 

assuring them MRCTI was one of the most productive 

Partnerships she was involved in. Clean Water Grants, State 

Revolving Loan Funds, and the Upper Mississippi River Restora-

tion Program are top priorities. Senator Klobuchar iterated to 

mayors that they comprise the force on the ground. Senator 

Klobuchar also discussed a bill to sunset the Cuban embargo; adding 

to that were greetings from Ruben Ramos Arrieta, Minister of Trade 

for the Cuban Embassy.  

 Senator Cassidy (LA) thanked the Mayors for their efforts to 

improve water quality in the Water Resources Development Act. 



Mayors sign two 

agreements with 

USGS, UMRBA 

to improve water 

quality 
 

MRCTI sealed separate Memorandums of Common Purpose with the U.S. Geological Survey and the 

Upper Mississippi River Basin Association (UMRBA) in Washington, DC on March 9; clearing the 

way for two unprecedented working relationships between states, the federal government, and cities 

along the Mississippi’s ten-state corridor. The Memorandum with USGS establishes a platform upon 

which Mayors can support USGS’ building of a web portal of Mississippi River data to aid in the tar-

geting and measuring of nutrient and pollutant reduction efforts. The Memorandum also creates a part-

nership on the deployment of a USGS comprehensive, real-time nutrient monitoring net. 

 A Memorandum with UMRBA clears the way for both associations to pursue more resources 

for states to set nitrogen and phosphorus reduction goals and timelines. The mayors see nutrient load-

ing as one of the greatest threats to drinking water security. 

  

White House IGA calls MRCTI 

accomplishments an example to follow   

Special Assistant to the President for Intergovernmental Affairs, Rohan Patel 

and Samantha Medlock, Senior Policy Advisor for the White House Office of 

Management and Budget, met with mayors in Washington to discuss the 

threat nutrient loading posses to the nation’s water resources. The Mayor’s 

message was one of reinvestment into our nation’s resources. The River gen-

erates $400 billion in revenue for the U.S. economy and yet our investment back into the River’s envi-

ronmental services and infrastructure is only a small fraction.   

 

MRCTI Co-Chair, Chris Coleman, leads talks with 

U.S. EPA on clean water partnership  

MRCTI asked and the EPA accepted to begin negotiations around a 

farther-reaching agreement through which Mayors could work with 

the Gulf Hypoxia Task Force to make progress on stronger state water 

quality programs, especially those that advance nitrogen and phospho-

rus reductions. Financial and technical assistance to states are seen as 

key incentives to move the adoption of nutrient reduction goals.      



Mayor Roy Buol 

Represents MRCTI 

at White House 

Water Summit, equates 

disaster resilience to clean 

water. On March 22, 2016, in conjunction 

with the United Nations World Water Day, 

the Administration hosted a White House Wa-

ter Summit to raise awareness of water issues 

and potential solutions in the United States, 

and to catalyze ideas and actions to help build a sustainable and secure water future through innovative science and 

technology. As climate change affects the Nation’s water supplies, and the population continues to grow and shift, it 

will become increasingly important to develop and implement innovative, long-term strategies for making sure there is 

enough water when and where it is needed. The Mayors along the Mississippi River are more acutely aware of this 

dynamic than most. But, as Mayor Buol shared at the Summit, making sure there is enough water where it is needed 

begins with pursuing practices that achieve clean water.  

 “Clean water is a resilience practice – If we have clean water in the River we have food security because clean 

water means sustainable agriculture is being practiced on the landscape. If we have clean water, then we are better pro-

tected from droughts and floods because we have a healthy ecological system. If we have clean water, then our econo-

my has a competitive edge in that it too is sustainable. Most importantly, if we have clean water, then the 50 cities (20 

million people) drinking the water can be assured of a secure source into the future,” -Roy Buol, Mayor of Dubuque, 

IA, MRCTI Executive Committee Member, White House Water Summit, March 22, 2016.  

SCF M A R I N E, I N C. 
joins MRCTI Corporate 
Advisory Board 

 
SCF Marine, a SEACOR company, joined the MRCTI 

Corporate Advisory Board (CAB) in May  bringing the 

total CAB membership to seven organizations. SCF op-

erates a fleet of hopper barges along the U.S. Inland 

River Waterways and South America, transporting agri-

cultural, industrial, and project cargoes. MRCTI’s Sus-

tainable Economies Program includes an effort to re-

store container movement to the Mississippi River; SCF 

sees shared value with the Mayors in the company’s 

projects to move containers from the Port of New Orle-

ans to Memphis.  

 The Mayors established the CAB in September 

2015 as a more formal and sustained way to engage with 

private sector partners on mutual efforts.    

MRCTI is 
coming to 
Natchez, MS 
 
The Co-Chairs and 

Executive Committee invite 

MRCTI member cities to 

join them in Natchez, MS for 

the Association’s 5th 

Annual Meeting being 

celebrated in tandem with 

the 300th anniversary of the 

Mississippi River’s first city. 

Venues include some of our 

Valley’s most incredible and 

storied historical treasures. It 

all begins the evening of 

September 13.  

 Pictured L to R: Jo-Ellen Darcy, 
Assistant Sec of the Army for Civil 
Works; John Tubbs, Dept. of Natu-
ral Resources & Conservation, MT; 
Roy Buol, Mayor of Dubuque, IA; 
Beverly Maltsberger, Unv of MO 
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