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Mississippi River Mayors Unveil 2023 Legislative Priorities for Corridor 
Mayors From Mississippi River Prepare for Flood Season, Convene in Washington D.C. 
 
March 2, 2023, Washington, District of Columbia – Mayors of the Mississippi River 
Cities & Towns Initiative (MRCTI) are gathering this week in Washington, D.C. for a series 
of high-level discussions with Congress, the White House, and agencies as they unveil 
their 2023 legislative priorities. Nearly two dozen mayors from the source of the 
Mississippi River to its mouth are meeting with the White House, congressional leaders, 
members of the administration, and industry partners over three days. MRCTI further 
announced Senator John Boozman (Arkansas) being inducted at Co-Chair of the 
Mississippi River Caucus. 
 
Nearly $1 trillion of product moves on the Mississippi River annually, generating $500 
billion in revenue and employing over 1.3 million people. MRCTI mayors have realized 
success in making the corridor more resilient and a competitive option for global 
investment. Through both the Jobs Act and the Inflation Reduction Act, local communities 
have the potential to fund transformative projects to completion throughout America. This 
historic funding must be backed and supported with long-term policy as well as process 
and implementation appropriations for those critical related programs. 
 
Mayors are proposing to move the all-important Farm Bill into supporting more resilience 
and mitigation through conservation. Mayors are also pushing Congress to scale-up 
programs like the Mississippi River Basin Healthy Watersheds Initiative so older programs 
can be retooled and given more funding to operate at corridor scale instead of just one 
landowner at time.  
 
“We present this federal policy platform for 2023 to our national leaders and regional 
stakeholders. This is a transformative and historic moment for the Mississippi River 
Corridor. With the passage of the bipartisan Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act and 
the Inflation Reduction Act, the next five years can bring the most resources to the 
Mississippi River Corridor since the New Deal,” reflected Hon. Jim Strickland, Mayor of 
Memphis, TN, and Co-Chair of MRCTI. “Our corridor is a national treasure of 
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environmental services vital to our nation’s economic security and critical to commodity 
production, manufacturing, and transportation.”   
 
 
“This platform makes our corridor a national model. The Mississippi River Basin produces 
92% of United States agricultural exports and makes possible over $400 billion worth of 
fresh-water-dependent manufacturing. Using the value we bring and the impacts we have 
sustained as a baseline, we can determine the infrastructure best suited to help us 
mitigate our new climate reality and create policies to assist this work on the ground in 
our cities,” explained Hon. Errick Simmons Mayor of Greenville, MS and MRCTI Co-
Chair. 
 
Mayors also pushed White House officials and agencies leaders to look at the Mississippi 
River Corridor as a proving ground for deploying Jobs Act and Inflation Reduction Act 
resources at a multi-state scale for the most vulnerable communities.  
 
“Now is the time for us meet the aims of the Jobs Act and truly make a scalable impact 
with the IRA. If there is $27 billion available through the new IRA for Greenhouse gas 
reduction, then those funds should include payment for city work on the land management 
side. Thirty percent (30%) of all greenhouse gases come from agriculture and land 
management. We can make an impact along our river,” asserted Melisa Logan, Mayor 
of Blytheville, AR. 
 
“The IRA has $2.2 billion in it for conservation programs. MRCTI cities in and around the 
Quad Cities area of Iowa are deploying conservation projects now to address climate 
impacts. Given the impacts we’ve sustained of more than $20 billion in 2019, we can 
return more value to the taxpayer with these new resources,” explained Scott Maddasion, 
Mayor of Clinton, IA.  
 
MRCTI congratulates Senator John Boozman on his induction as Co-Chair of the 
Mississippi River Caucus. First elected to the Senate in 2010, Boozman was sworn in for 
a third term on January 3, 2023. The Mississippi River Caucus is a bipartisan caucus of 
both House and Senate members committed to strengthening and protecting the nation’s 
most vital waterway. Senator Boozman distinguished himself with the Caucus last year 
by championing the lower Mississippi River ecosystem restoration program passed in the 
2022 Water Resources Development Act. He is a natural choice to lead the Caucus with 
Senator Klobuchar. 

# # # 
 
The Mississippi River Cities and Towns Initiative is a coalition of 103 mayors from 
across the Mississippi River Basin, which spans nearly a third of the country. The 
Mississippi River provides drinking water to more than 20 million people and 50 cities. 
More than 60 billion gallons of fresh water is withdrawn from the river daily. The river’s 
resources support 1.5 million jobs and create $496.7 billion in annual revenue. 


