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After Eight Months of Flooding, Mississippi River 
Mayors in the South Prepare for Significant Storm 

Impacts 
 

Mayors of cities along the lower stem Mississippi River brace for new and 
potentially crippling rain events from Gulf Storm 

 

July 12, 2019, Baton Rouge, LA – Mayors of the Mississippi River Cities & Towns Initiative (MRCTI) in 
Louisiana, Arkansas, and Mississippi are intensifying preparations ahead of a major Gulf Storm now 
projected to move up the Mississippi River Valley impacting cities from New Orleans, LA to Cape 
Girardeau, MO.   
 
Some Mississippi River cities in Louisiana are already at 252 consecutive days of flood fighting as the 
Mississippi River has been above flood stage since November in certain areas making the 2019 flood 
season the longest and largest in history.   
 
“2019 has been an historic year for us as the entire Mississippi River Basin has been going through 
rounds of flooding since March leaving the south with the longest periods of impacts. We have 
absolutely no capacity for the torrential rains of a tropical storm at this point,” said Lionel Johnson, 
Mayor of St. Gabriel, LA and Co-Chair of the Mississippi River Cities & Towns Initiative.  
 
The tropical storm threatening the Mississippi River Valley could potentially drop feet of rain on an 
already flooded region aggravating flooded conditions by merging existing saturated areas into a large 
zone of inundation. 
 
“As my friend Mayor Brent Walker of Alton, IL likes to say, we’re getting pretty good at fighting floods 
since we’re having to do it so often. In 2016, we experienced a 1,000-year rain event here in Baton 
Rouge that produced a backwater flood situation. This time, with the Mississippi River is in an 
extended period of major flooding. We’re looking at the potential of both a back water and main stem 
flood coming together. But, we’ve learned from the past and we are better prepared now,” explained 
Sharon Weston Broome, Mayor of Baton Rouge, LA. 
 
Along the coast, Mayors prepared for high winds, surge, and are depending on new infrastructure built 
after Katrina. 
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“Our situation along the Gulf near the mouth of the Mississippi River has been improved markedly 
since 2005. We’re banking on those improvements now. What I’m concerned about is the debilitating 
effects of compounding events on our infrastructure; our spillway has been opened now for the 
longest time since it was built,” cautioned Belinda Constant, Mayor of Gretna, LA and the immediate 
past Co-Chair of the Mississippi River Cities & Towns Initiative. “The 2017 and 2018 hurricane seasons 
followed by the 2019 prolonged flood all take a toll. We will need to carefully examine impacts and 
take stock once this storm passes.” 
 
Up the Mississippi River, water-logged cities were doing all they could to manage the unprecedented 
back-to-back events. 
 
“I’ve never seen water inundate my city like this. Over eight months of flooding is causing seepage at 
levels we haven’t experienced before,” calibrated Buz Craft, Mayor of Vidalia, LA just across the 
Mississippi from Natchez. “We’re doing all we can to move water out and allow areas to dry. We’ve 
brought-in new partners to help us. But, this storm may set us back if it rains enough.” 
 
“Here in Greenville, the Flood of 2019 has resulted in physical and economic damages to residential, 
commercial, agricultural, City-owned property and infrastructure. Damage assessments continue to 
grow due to the long-standing water. A torrential rain event is not what the doctor ordered at this 
point. The Mississippi River Delta tends to have its own economic challenges without the ongoing 
disasters. Resilience is going to be our driving policy priority for quite some time after this season is 
behind us,” declared Errick Simmons, Mayor of Greenville, MS. 
 
 

In Midst of Disasters, Mississippi River Mayors Push Innovative Solutions 
The mayors recommend a $7.8 billion infrastructure plan that supports eight major U.S. industry 
sectors, creates over 147,000 jobs, continues 1.5 million jobs, mitigates for billions of dollars in disaster 
impacts, and generates $23.8 billion in economic activity.  
 
The Mayors’ plan calls for the establishment of a Resilience Revolving Loan Fund to help communities 
address serval hazards like the 2019 floods and this approaching storm. Mayors hope their proposal 
will be introduced in the U.S. House this month.  
 
 

# # # 
The Mississippi River Cities & Towns Initiative is comprised of 90 mayors and the association 
represents cities on the main stem Mississippi from Minnesota to Louisiana. More information can be 
found on our website at www.MRCTI.org 
 

About the Mississippi River 
The Mississippi River is critical natural asset. As the ecological linchpin to the 31-state Mississippi River 
Basin, the River supports the most agriculturally productive region on the planet; creates nearly $500 
billion in annual revenue; provides drinking water for more than 20 million people; transports 40 
percent of the nation’s agricultural output; and directly supports more than one 1.5 million jobs. 
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